
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 24 November 2021] 

 p5840c-5840c 
Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [1] 

DRIVING ACCESS AND EQUITY PILOT PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [12.11 pm]: I wish to update the house on work being 
done to improve access to a driver’s licence, which was a key barrier to employment identified at the skills summit. 
In August we announced the $4.9 million driving access and equity pilot program to help disadvantaged people 
obtain a driver’s licence. We acknowledge that some people struggle to meet the requirements to become licensed. 
This may be because they cannot access appropriate services, professional instruction, a driving supervisor, a vehicle 
or the funds to pay for the process of obtaining a driver’s licence. 
Since my announcement, the Department of Transport has consulted widely in the Kimberley and Pilbara regions to 
discuss the issues faced by local residents. As a result of this consultation, we have committed to improving access to 
services by doubling the capacity of remote services officers in the Kimberley, Pilbara and midwest from five to 10. 
This will help more people in remote communities obtain and maintain their driver’s licence, with services commencing 
next year. Consultation also identified the need for culturally appropriate publications. The Department of Transport will 
work with Aboriginal translation services to provide bespoke publications for the Kimberley and Pilbara regions. In 
addition, the Department of Transport intends to increase current agreements in place with providers who live and work 
in local communities to provide oral or paper-based theory tests for learners. These measures will assist people whose 
first language is not English, or for whom literacy is a barrier, to obtaining their learner’s permit or driver’s licence. 
To support learners, the Department of Transport is inviting up to 20 identified organisations established in the 
Kimberley and Pilbara to apply for grants to fund projects that help people obtain their driver’s licence. The grants 
will fund up to 100 per cent of total project costs, and can include costs associated with providing access to a vehicle, 
employing and training a person to become a driving instructor, and providing an allowance for a volunteer driving 
supervisor. A grant can also subsidise the costs associated with obtaining a driver’s licence when no other funding 
or subsidy applies. Grant projects must help people enter, participate and exit the licensing process with a driver’s 
licence, and I look forward to announcing successful recipients in early 2022.  
 


	DRIVING ACCESS AND EQUITY PILOT PROGRAM
	Statement by Minister for Transport


